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S'wak Report founder to release book on 1MDB  Foiled -

By MARTIN VENGADESAN
martinv@thestar com my

KUALA LUMPUR: The ke 'y figure

behind 1inv estigative ebsite

Sarawak Report, Clare Re 'weastle

Brown, will be releasing a book on

her EXPETIENCes In expos D

don In Malaysia. ST Lo g
The book, also called Sarawak

Report, will be .aunLhed In Malaysia
and Britain.

The website, known for
ground-breaking stories of alleged
corrupuon in Malaysia involving
some of the country’s most power-
ful leaders and most notably, its
hard-hitting pieces on the troubled
state Investment fund 1Malaysia

Development Bhd (IMDB). was
blocked by the Malaysian govern
ment in 2015

I was not until the Pakatan

tiarapan wrested power from
Barisan Nasional in the 14th
General Election that the new

governmemnt lifted the ban.

A warrant of arrest for the British
journalist issued in 2015 was also
cancelled following Pakatan’s victory.

The Sarawak-born Rewcastle
Brown, 58 returned to Malaysia
after GE14 and is now set to publish
the book about her experiences.

“1 would say that thus is the story
behind the investigation into 1IMDB
told through my eyes. It has been a

Very exciing and significant few

e

years for me with much to discover
and much of that, sadly. was shock-
Ing. | hope to communicate some of
the adventure | went through to
readers,” she said in an interview

Rewcastle Brown, who lived In
Malaysia for eight years before
going to Britain to attend boarding
school worked for the BBC before
becoming an independent investi-
gative journalist

She 1s the sister-in-law of former
Briish prime minister Gordon
Brown who has wrnitten the fore-
word to her book

“This Is not just a story about
Malaysia or failures by Malaysians.
It is about global failure, corruption
and many Malaysians were the vic-

— —— e m

tims of that, and the same thing Is
happening to other countries.

"S0 this 15 a message o people
across the world that we need to
bring law and order to globalisation
(0 protect us from criminals with
connections © power. That is why
IMDB 15 not just a story about
Malaysia "™ she said

Rewcaste Brown also revealed
that she has vet to return to Sarawak
sance GE14 and has been told that
she 1s still on the tavel blacklist to
the state of her birth.

“1 will be bringing out the book
shortly and 1 will be launched m
Malaysia and Britaan, and available
online. The exact launch date will
be announced soon,” she said.

Forelgners in state of limbo

270 Bangladeshis lose RM1.8mil and passports — and are still illegals

By FARIK ZOLKEPLI
farik@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Some 270
Bangladeshis are claiming that they
paid an agent over RM1.8mil to get
their applications approved under
the Immigration Department's
rehiring programme, but he has
duped them.

One of the victims, Imran Haq
Uzzal, said he and his countrymen
handed over their passports, other
relevant documents besides paying
between RM7.200 and RMS,000
each to the agent.

However, not only did they not
get accepted for the rehiring pro-
gramme, they now had no pass
ports to go home either.

“I have been working in Malaysia
for about seven vears,” sald Imran.

“When the Immigration Depart
ment introduced the rehiring pro
gramume, | saw it as a golden oppor-
tunity to continue working in the
country,” he said yesterday.

lmran said he and the other
workers then sought the services of
d& company based in the Klang
Valley.

“We went to the office many
times to enguire about the status of
our application - right until before
the June 30 deadline for the rehur-
Ing programme.

“However, the man, who runs the
company, kept giving us excuses,’
he sad.

Fellow Bangladeshi Mohammad
Alagir said they hounded the com
pany's owner and even waited out
Side the Immigration office on the

Lost and nowhere to go: Mohammad Alagrr (seated left), Imran and the other foreign workers making thew

statement to the media during the press conference in Kuala Lumpur

day of the deadline.

“From June 27, the owner kept
assuring us that our application
would go through and we would get
our permits

“Our hopes were dashed when
the deadline passed and there were
still no permits,” he said

Paying a fitting

tribute for Eusoffe

PETALING JAYA: The late Tan S
Pusoffe Abdoolcader is a man ol
integrity and wisdom, says Rritish
H Commissioner to Malaysia
Vickl Treadell

Treadell sald Malaysians should
be proud of Busofle and his contri
butions and legacy to the country

“His legacy isn't just for this coun
try. It Is not just about being The
Legal Lion of the Commaonwealth,
but in terms of his judgments, it is a
legacy for the international legal
community

“There are not many Mal:‘avﬂam

¢ of any country, who genu

lﬂ‘wuﬁd ave an im not just in
thell own country but beyand their

shores and hold such high regard
and respect” she said In paying
tribute 0 the legendary Malaysian
judge during Kinokuniya HBook
store’s Merdeka month launch in
Suria KLOC on Friday

Ireadell also said that Eusolie
who was a Kings schaolar and grad
uated with First Class Honours fram
the University of London, was “a
great example of the best of British
education”

“The timely publication of lus
judgments is ane that will inspire a
new generation of Malaysians o
understand that actually we are

great and we can be greater suull,”

sald the Ipoh-born Treadell

Mahammad claimed that when
they confronted the owner, the man
threatened them. “He warned us

against reporung the matter to the
authorities.”

The group of workers, who are
mainly from the construction sector
in the Klang Valley and other states,

said they had since reported the

matter to the police, Immigranm as

well as their embassy

“We hope that the Malaysian
authorities can help us get our per-
mits,” said Mohammad. “II they |
can't, then we hope 1o get our pass
parts back so that we can go hame.”

Remembering
a great man:
e el giving
el Sspeecn

event at the
hlr‘h‘.-kn.umr-l]
Book Store s
Merdeka Manth
launch.

attempt
to kidnap
tugboat crew

for ransom

KOTA KINABALU: Thanks  the
quick response of secarity forces in
east coast Sabah, a tugboat crew Is
safe from another abduction
attempt by a kldnapﬁ:r rmmm
gang from southern =

The gang - numbenng

. fled Malavsian waters in Lahad

L

during the |

Datu's Tambisan area when they
realised the presence of patral boats
froon the Eastern Sabah Secumty
Command (Esscom).

Esscom commander Datuk
Hazam Ghazali said the gang mem-
bers, who were hehnwed to be
armed, boarded the palm

n@mamm‘m
 “However, the crew w0
lock themselves in a room on the

deck,” he said, adding that they then
raised the security alarm,
‘asmhoa:swmﬁ
intruders fled in their vessels
towards international waters™ he
said, adding that none of the crew
z:mm“mm
The crew had been
oil from Felda Sabahat in
mmmmm
up alongside the n
Tambisan waters, whach

it

ISKANDAR PUTERL: A Barisan
Nasional rep has slammed the
Pakatan Harapan state pwmmm

tor changt the state slogan of
‘Mualakat j
R Vuly amthan (MIC-Rahang)
satd the shogan was apalitical and
approy edb \ ]Uhﬂr Ruk | "M “ll'l
him (hnd Almachium Swtan Iskandar
“IThe slogan was not used by the
Rarisan adnindstration for cal
gain, but to create a sense of togeth.
eImess amang a multtracial sacieny
Called “Bangsa Johor®
“This 15 evident when various
races came tagether in many events.
meluding the thine when all of us

| supported the Johor Darul Tazim

OUT) football team ™ he satd in his
debate at the state -'l"ﬁ'--.‘a“hh SIS
held at Bangunan Sultan lsmall

| here yesterday

the Johor government's new sto
R far the state 5 “Newerd
Berprestasi Tingm. Bangsa foho
Bestart



