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FINDENG the roexl B Rowling.
pablishing che next bestseller & md
rall:mmw:' rofits = that's what
oLt ke puhlisbsery drive for,
Bug ot Akasaa, This & a totally
different operating modd

*“The qisitlons we 4k ane, i
there & redson [Br the ook 10 b
pablithed? 15 there o bigger. mare
:n:-mt;llm sbory T Ia ibre 8 val e
1o what you're writng? Is it
worth thae Three EFyIReE 40 fel [
ple 1o read it and put your mes
sage oul there?

“If wou falfll ihese criteria, [
wiskahd 4% let's £o. 10 not abowt
whether 1 becomes an overnigi
Beituill e, DHar Bissidiment i vy
different.” says Angela Yap,
Akaias foander and direciar, dur
B & FedEnt IneErview |n Kials
Lampur,

Bascally, for Yap, nothing mat
ters more than making a difer
erece in sockely and perpeiasting
pood values in biasness and pov
ETTVATE &,

This is rellected in the Sarskrit
infhienced name Yap chose for
her venlune, AKRSEN PEans
“Hpaoe™ of “empriness™, and
=what Adcaaaa does v o, it
defies sveryone’s expectations of

winat & buniness b ar ikl be®

Even before the KL barn Yap.,
¥, founided Akasss o 208, she
was alpeady walking the tali
wiile making Bt Big in e Minance
and commerce sector by partner
img with ocal non-gosernomental
orgamissins (M)

What she did not know was
that her corporate training and
héf paision for soclal work wisild
ane day creake the porlect storm
for heer to s up & social enter
jprise of her own

Yap says hef departare from
e Timam o0 Selor wWasd il
planned bug she asmehow know
wef tingg up Abcasaa was Ehee righit
nEXn %P, 3% SCary as it seemed.

“Totake everyihing that |
learnt from L he Business and
commeéroe sector and 1o po it
together with my works with
KGO - Der me, Ehis was Che cul
Franatian of it all, o merge them
together.” sy (he afTabke Yap,
befare quickhy adding with Laugh
ter, “Hut it took a bong timet™

W ith just four poople in ber
pearn (ehe Bl beves i eeplng
thange smalll, Yap has been stesd
iby bugilding up Akavas, starting
ol a3 a conbent creatof and pro
viding editorial conmaltancy and
iraipdng. Becorsing & pablsher as
well, hovweier, veas "acciderdal™,
iy Yap.

Al thad thimie, [ had wrigten my
fird hoodk | had this manuscript
ard didn® ki what fo do with
. [ didnt know apything abowa
pubdithing,

“hii | aiked Ritchlie Ramesh, a
publivher we work cleschy with,
vl al 1o do and b slmply
b, Wihy Sop we just go ahead
and dowhat we wanfT

*And Ehat's what we did. We
publithed the Book and it had
qruide a successiul " says Yap,
relernng io AMangpng Voo hoos!,
i Eeoroks (it quasstand the way we
think an« Bow nobodies can
make a b difference in che
wnerkd.

*Poople then tarted approach
g i, adkArg us I wee ootild plabs
lirsh Useir works and i just s
balled” Yap adds.

Al of Akssss oditorial works
forus om social valoes thas ehey
thiknk peaple ihadkd have,

“iWe'll look if there's a valoe 15
whial yau're wiriting and & there
i, we'll publiab it | think what
we are rying o oo ls pronsote
gmod contemt. things that have a
wial minsion to it and for um, in
Ehar ot rian., Ehad's what's godng
b0 make the biggest diference.”
says Yap.,

Pursbarer ity secial Focus harther,
Akasaa s partneving with the
Sogthern Africa Deve opmend

For Yap, nothing matters mose than making a difference in sodety and
pofpetiaBng good valued in busingis. = MUHAMAD SHAHRIL ROSLLS
The Star

Community (SA DL an nier-gey
ernmmental ongsnivation of 16
African stales, (o asshd dBasier
PECOVETY,

The partreradip b o fundrais
kng ventare by Akasas in akd of
witirma of Cychone 1dsi and

Eenneth that kit the nations of
fambabice, Malawi and
Mozambique carly this year.

Yap says ke hamanitarian anve,
which began in April alma fo rabie
A § 00000 by year end. T ghad
end 20% of Akasaa's book wales

will be chanrebed ta e SADC.
=k hirve Bwo wiays iR whkich

people can swppor thds, One 18

of the (ndividual lkevel By par

chasing our leatured Books and
our Bmited edition mobehooks,
20 of your paymiend will be
chanmslled 1o the SATC
“Next | the corparane pro
gramme where a mid nbovam of
K3 7,060 s reqruired
= weoubkd ke o urge mone cor
mitons fo come [orwand and
. Vo s, thie corporsies
have this moeptaliny of whart in
it fiar med
“Whan they should underscand
& ehat thig COFporate that wWins in
the long run B one with o visin
that everyane iday is part of the

e
doodie §
Jjournals

Elobal oommiEnity.

"Ity md longer absub whats in
it lor me bul haw everyone else
13 going 1o bepefit here. Thia
needs 1o B & global elfan and
16 all alsowt shifing the mentali
. Yap explabna.

The Teanared books for the
oychone: hamanirisn drve are
Armwvering It An Art, Diring Wi
Drogpons, Doodle Journal! fourney
T S Dicovery. Manafiag Vg
Haozsl, Mieamw il In Zombia, The
Gl Who Wears Taoe 1Waiehes
and The Legal Lion OF The
Conimamyyralth Judgemsmte

AL thae bdcs are avallabde ag
larger Boalniores natorewide as
wed & throwsh Akasas™s web
shle, aasininm,



